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Abstract not available for JP2002526261T 
Abstract of corresponding document: WO0020157 

A method of forming a weld between workpieces 
(1 , 2) over a joint region (3). The method 
comprises: exposing the joint region (3) to 
incident radiation (4) having a wavelength outside 
the visible range so as to cause melting of the 
surface of one or both workpieces at the joint 
region, and allowing the melted material to cool 
thereby welding the workpieces together. A 
radiation absorbing material is provided at the 
joint region (3) in one of the workpieces (1,2) or 
between the workpieces which has an absorption 
band matched to the wavelength of the incident 
radiation so as to absorb the incident radiation 
and generate heat for the melting process. The 
absorption band lies outside the visible range so 
that the material does not affect the appearance 
of the joint region (3) or the workpieces (1 , 2) in 
visible light. 
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